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I want to pay tribute this week to 
all the players, cheerleaders, band 
members, advisers, and coaches, 
who have been out on our playing 
fields these past few 
months.  Despite what the records 
may indicate, all of our teams have 
had successful seasons.  They have 
been successful because our 
athletes, musicians, and supporting 
students have grown as students and 
as people. 

Many may not know, but one of 
the great joys serving as the 
District's Superintendent is watching 
each week, whether in success or 
defeat, as our students grow as 
teammates and young adults.  
Participation in sports and extra-
curricular activities provides more 
benefits than the physical activity or 
the wins and losses.  Our Black 
Knights and Lady Damsels gain 
social skills, learn goal setting, and 
the power of practice.  They learn to 
manage their time as they juggle the 
academic demands and team 

commitments required to be 
successful. 

I am always amazed to watch 
our fans because no matter which 
team or activity they have come to 
support, they all seem to find 
themselves singing along and doing 
the Hand Jive with every Grease 
song our band plays, applauding 
every cheer and tumble our 
cheerleaders perform, and shaking 
their heads and pumping their fists in 
amazement at each exciting play our 
student-athletes make on the game 
field. 

Two weeks from today, our 
winter sports seasons begin, and our 
holiday music concerts are just 
around the corner!  While 
Thanksgiving is still 20 days away, 
the Moshannon Valley family has 
much to be thankful for and even 
more to be excited about for the 
future of our District. 

Thank you for a great fall season! 
 
 
 

 
 

Elementary News 
[Top] Students in several high school 
activities including Superintendents 
Advisory, NHS, and French Club 
participated in the Elementary Safe 
Trick-or-Treat. [Bottom] Hay rides 
during Harvest Day!  

 

From the Superintendent 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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News  

& Notes 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

 
Ms. Laura Ferguson joined the District as an elementary 

teacher in 3rd Grade.  She grew up in Bellefonte, PA, before 
attending Penn State University, where she received her 
elementary teaching degree.  After graduation, Ms. Ferguson 
substitute taught and later taught pre-kindergarten for a year.  
As an educator, Ms. Ferguson stated, “I hope to be an advocate 
for each child to succeed,” adding that she is excited to see the 
growth that her students will show throughout the course of 
the year.  Finally, Ms. Ferguson reiterated, that she is “happy to 
be working with a great group of colleagues and students here 
at Moshannon Valley!”   
 

Budget Update With Teacher 
Implications… 

 
With the Governor’s signature on the 

revenue package, the budget for 2017-2018 is 
now complete.  However, of the plethora of 
budget-related bills that the House and 
Senate sent to Governor Wolf, one remains 
on his desk unsigned, the school code bill. 

The reason for the delay in the school 
code is that it contains a controversial 
provision that would allow school boards to 
furlough teachers for economic reasons and 
those furloughs would not be made with 
seniority as a factor in the decision.  Teacher 
evaluation would become the primary factor 
in determining furloughs.  The economic 
furlough provision would only allow seniority 
to be the basis for determining which 
teachers are laid off only if two teachers had 
the same performance rating.  As of this 
newsletter, it is not clear whether or not the 
Governor will sign or veto the school code bill. 
 

No Newsletter Next Week 

 November 8: Parent Conference Night 3-8 pm 
 November 10: No School for Students or Staff  
 November 16: Children’s Grief Awareness Day – wear 

BLUE 

 November 17: First day of Winter Sports 
 November 22: 1 Hour Early Dismissal 
 November 22: First Twitter Campaign Ends 
 November 23-28: Thanksgiving Break 

 
 

debit cards and portal activity, including 
claims, investments, and contributions will 
be suspended in order to allow time to 
transfer account information to a new 
vendor. 
Employees will regain access on 
Wednesday, November 15. 

 

 

Children’s Grief Awareness Day – 
November 16, 2017… 

What is Children’s Grief 
Awareness Day?  This annually 
observed day raises awareness of the 
needs of grieving children, and the 
important benefits they gain through 
the support of others.  Children’s 
Grief Awareness Day is observed the 
third Thursday of November each 
year as the holiday season is often an 
especially difficult time after a death.  
The National Alliance for Grieving 
Children reports that one of seven 
children in America will lose a parent 
or sibling to death by the age of 20.  

Moshannon Valley School 
District is committed to providing 
support to all students who are 
confronted with the tragedy of a lost 
parent or sibling.  The District 
provides training to all school 
personnel, supports Highmark Caring 
Place in conducting peer education to 
students in grades 7-12, and perhaps 
the easiest way to support Children’s 
Grief Awareness Day is to wear 

BLUE on November 16.   
 

HSA Reminder … 
Remember there will be 

a Spending Account black out period 
Monday, November 6 through 
Tuesday, November 14.  All HSA  

[Top] Students participate in Benchmark 
Literacy’s Readers Theatre. 
[Bottom] Mr. Fye is duct-taped to the wall 
during an elementary assembly. 


